57 Lach Cichurhim, %.KO, Tanep VdAneie. Pugh 
¥3-/3. (F725 b< j2-/6-/8279 
L J0-AG~ SR \ Pa 4 F-20~ S57 
TGA reer Pree 
Virtbind ~ $/2./899 
a RAD OF 
Thirreid tay l feukbyy 


mw &-A/e Bf He 
Heer Diane, Xa - 


y fn Chita! 
KC 


Midontwds 
bird Carr, Sy. 


art Ab. <G 


Petes ee 
re ee 


ern ep Fo Ry ee: _ —_ ow a 





Arkansas Democrat 7 Gazette 








BY JEFF WILLIAMS 


NLR’s Old Mill a concrete exat 


Special to the Democrat-Gazette 


tis not what it appears to be. 
Pugh’s Mill Memorial Park 


in North Little Rock is the 


site of what is locally known as 
the Old Mill. It is famous for its 
appearance in the opening cred- 
its of “Gone With the Wind.” 


Arkansas 
Explorer 





But it is not a mill and it never 
was. 

It is in a quiet spot between 
Lake No. 2 and Lake No. 3 in 
Lakewood. Flowers, tumbling wa- 
ter and shaded benches make it 
an attractive and serene setting 
in the middle of a busy neigh- 
borhood. 

And the illusion of a working 
grist mill is pulled off perfectly. 
The two-story rock structure is 
fitted with a 5-ton water wheel 
that is supplied with a small 
stream to keep it turning. Inside 
the building are remnants of a 
working mill. The mill looks like 
it has been neglected for years. 
The floor looks like worn wood 
and the hand railings appear to 
be logs and limbs nailed together. 

. But it is not what it appears to 

be. The floor, railings, even the 
water wheel are concrete. 
. Justin Matthews, a real estate 
developer, and Dionicio Ro- 
driguez, a Mexican artist, are be- 
hind the charade. 
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RUSTIC ILLUSION — Part of North Little Rock’s Old Mill is constructed of textured cor 
structure was built in the 1930s to preserve the legacy of grist mills. 


It began in the early 1930s. 


when Matthews came up with the 
idea of re-creating a mill in the 
Lakewood area. It wasn’t to be a 
reproduction of any particular 
mill. Matthews believed the idea 
of preserving the legacy of grist 
mills was worth creating one. He 
wanted his mill to appear as if it 
had fallen into disrepair. 

The area he chose was espe- 
cially unattractive because of the 
runoff from the lake above, but 


mM every even thoug 


Matthews wanted to improve the 
appearance of this part of Lake- 
wood. The park was to be named 

_ after Matthews’ longtime friend 

er homas Pugh of Portland (Ash- 

~ ley County). The architect from 
the Justin Matthews Co., Frank 
Carmean, was put in charge of de- 
sign of the park. 

Rodriguez, who was born near 
Mexico City in 1891, escaped po- 
litical suppression by moving to 
Texas in 1925. He had trained 
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Jid Mill a concrete example of preserving the pas 


structure was built in the 1930s to preserve the legacy of grist mills. 


It began in the early 1930s 
when Matthews came up with the 
idea of re-creating a mill in the 
Lakewood area. It wasn’t to be a 
reproduction of any particular 
mill. Matthews believed the idea 
of preserving the legacy of grist 
mills was worth creating one. He 
wanted his mill to appear as if it 
had fallen into disrepair. 

The area he chose was espe- 
cially unattractive because of the 
runoff from the lake above, but 


Matthews wanted to improve the 
appearance of this part of Lake- 
wood. The park was to be named 
after Matthews’ longtime friend 


Thomas Pugh of Portland (Ash- 
ley County). The architect from 


the Justin Matthews Co., Frank 
Carmean, was put in charge of de- 
sign of the park. 

Rodriguez, who was born near 
Mexico City in 1891, escaped po- 
litical suppression by moving to 
Texas in 1925. He had trained 





i 
with Hpbles Hill, an Italian artist 
who created caverns, rocks and 
ruins with concrete. Several 
artists in Mexico and the Ameri- 
can Southwest were working with 
concrete and Rodriguez was 
earning a reputation for his 
process that produced realistic 
results, 

Rei oe was working in 
Texas:when he was hired by 
Matthews in 1933 to create the 
Old Mil} and the trappings that 


a 


go with it. Below the mill is a foot- 
bridge of make-believe logs and 
cacti that carries visitors across 
an arm of the lake. A few giant 
concrete mushrooms have sprung 
up along a rock path. Another 
footbridge takes visitors directly 
into the mill. 

The artist died in 1955 with the 
secrets of his trade. We know he 
mixed his concrete concoction in 
the trunk of his car and often cov- 
ered his buckets so the contents 
would not be known. He used 
copper to help shape the con- 
crete and acid was used to give 
his creations a weathered look. 

Inside the mill are several 
items that are what they appear 
to be. The iron grist mill on the 
first floor was made in 1828 and 
was used in a mill for years. Sev- 
eral rocks that serve as seats on 
the first and second floors are 
millstones. A couple of rocks from 
a road that led Cherokees and 
Choctaws from Dardanelle to Ok- 
lahoma are inside. Several iron 
pieces from the shaft of a steam- 
boat that cruised the Arkansas 
River also can be found. 

The mill gained prominence 
in 1939 after its appearance in 
“Gone With the Wind.” A stamp 
commemorating the movie was 
later issued at the mill. 

The park was given to the city 
in 1976. Carlos Cortes, grandson 
of Rodriguez, completed renova- 
tion on works by his grandfather 
in 1991. The Pulaski County Mas- 
ter Gardeners and the North Lit- 
tle Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department care for the many 
plants and flowers in the park. 

A few other pieces by Ro- 
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driguez can be found in No: 
Little Rock. Crestview Park | 
a fallen-tree footbridge an 
shelter with several benches c 
ated by Rodriguez. Two mc 
footbridges, a flower basl 
planter, a tree trunk drink: 
fountain, a tree trunk trash ¢ 
tainer and a hollow tree tru 
shelter are in Lakewood Prop 
ty Owners Park on Lake No. 3. ] 
driguez also designed a home 
Garland County. 

Pugh’s Mill Memorial Park 
the intersection of Lakeshc 
Drive and Fairway Avenue 
open from sunup to sundo 
when it is not being used for s| 
cial events. There is no cha! 
for admission. Call 758-2400 : 
information. 
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| of North Little Rock’s Old Mill is constructed of textured concrete rather than wood. The 
Os to preserve the legacy of grist mills. 
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Matthews wanted to improve the 
appearance of this part of Lake- 
wood. The park was to be named 
_after Matthews’ longtime friend 
_Thomas Pugh of Portland (Ash- 
_iey County). The architect from 
the Justin Matthews Co., Frank 
Carmean, was put in charge of de- 
sign of the park. 

Rodriguez, who was born near 
Mexico City in 1891, escaped po- 
litical suppression by moving to 
Texas in 1925. He had trained 


with Robles Hill, an Italian artist 
who created caverns, rocks and 
ruins with concrete. Several 
artists in Mexico and the Ameri- 
can Southwest were working with 
concrete and Rodriguez was 
earning a reputation for his 
process that produced realistic 
results, 

Rodriguez was working in 
Texas when he was hired by 
Matthews in 1933 to create the 
Old Mil! and the trappings that 





go with it. Below the mill is a foot- 
bridge of make-believe logs and 
cacti that carries visitors across 
an arm of the lake. A few giant 
concrete mushrooms have sprung 
up along a rock path. Another 
footbridge takes visitors directly 
into the mill. 

The artist died in 1955 with the 
secrets of his trade. We know he 
mixed his concrete concoction in 
the trunk of his car and often cov- 
ered his buckets so the contents 
would not be known. He used 
copper to help shape the con- 
crete and acid was used to give 
his creations a weathered look. 

Inside the mill are several 
items that are what they appear 
to be. The iron grist mill on the 
first floor was made in 1828 and 
was used in a mill for years. Sev- 
eral rocks that serve as seats on 
the first and second floors are 
millstones. A couple of rocks from 
a road that led Cherokees and 
Choctaws from Dardanelle to Ok- 
lahoma are inside. Several iron 
pieces from the shaft of a steam- 
boat that cruised the Arkansas 
River also can be found. 

The mill gained prominence 
in 1939 after its appearance in 
“Gone With the Wind.” A stamp 
commemorating the movie was 
later issued at the mill. 

The park was given to the city 
in 1976. Carlos Cortes, grandson 
of Rodriguez, completed renova- 
tion on works by his grandfather 
in 1991. The Pulaski County Mas- 
ter Gardeners and the North Lit- 
tle Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department care for the many 
plants and flowers in the park. 

A few other pieces by Ro- 
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“The. Old*Mill at 
Pugh's Mill. 
‘Memorial Park 
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driguez can be found in North 
Little Rock. Crestview Park has 
a fallen-tree footbridge and a 
shelter with several benches cre- 
ated by Rodriguez. Two more 
footbridges, a flower basket 
planter, a tree trunk drinking 
fountain, a tree trunk trash con- 
tainer and a hollow tree trunk 
shelter are in Lakewood Proper- 
ty Owners Park on Lake No. 3. Ro- 
driguez also designed a home in 
Garland County. 

Pugh’s Mill Memorial Park, at 
the intersection of Lakeshore 
Drive and Fairway Avenue, is 
open from sunup to sundown 
when it is not being used for spe- 
cial events. There is no charge 
for admission. Call 758-2400 for 
information. 












“Pugh, Mrs, B. L. Barnett, 
‘Roddy, Raymond: Roddy, 





TELEPHONE SOCIAL ITEMS ' 
~ 475080, BETWEEN ‘10 






Many friends in the state will be in-| 
terested in the wedding of Miss Mary 
Louisé McLeod, only daughter of Mr. 
and .Mrs. Walter L. McLeod of War- 
ren, to Robert Dean Pugh, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe W. Pugh of Portlatid, 
which took placé at 10 o'clock Tuesday 
morning at thé Fitst Methodist, church 
Warren\with the Rev. H: 0. Rule of- 
ficiating; The bridé Was lovely in ner. 
travéling costume. of cinnamon “brown | 
crepe romaine with accessories to. har- i 
omnize, and carried a pouquet ' of | 
Sweetheart roses'and lilies of the vals | 
ley... Mrs.”: Sam «Rife of Lake Village, | 
cousin of: the’ bride, was, matron. of! 
honor, and wore a gown of honey. déw/ 
crepe and;lace: and carried & bouquet | 
of pink roses. Raymond Roddy’ of this} 
city, a cousin of the groom, was best 
man. Before the cceremony Mrs. Wil-. 
liam Robert. Glasglow sang “Because” 
and “All for You,” with accompanti= 
ment by. Miss: Isabel Wells, who also. 
played Mendelssohn's Wedding March. 
The’ bride attended the University of. 


Arkansas ‘and is.a, mémbe& of deta, 


Tau Alph Sorority. The groom gradu: | 
ated from Washington University and: 
is a mempbér Of the Sigma Nu frater- |) 
nity. Both’ bride and groom are’ métmn- 
bers of pioneer families of ‘southwest 
Arkansas. Mz, Pugh is. a merchant and 
planter.’ After, a wedding pein the 
East they will live-in Portland. Amoné | 













Ho OH. Naff, Mrs. ‘J. W. Brown, Mt. 
and Mrs. Gus ‘Pugh, ‘Mrs. PR, § Pugh, 
Dr. and Mrs. H. H. Cockerham, Mr. 
and Mrs., F.C.) Harvey, Frank Harvey, 
Mrs. J.. W. Dean, Mr. and Mrs. Gi Ab 
Lindsey, Joe Pugh dr., Mr. ard Mrs. 
S J. Wilson, ‘Mrs. UR. A, Harris, Mr 
and’ Mrs. Durwood Lee, Mr. and Mrs: 
J. A. Pugh of Portland; Mrs. -Jonn W:- 
’ Mrs. W. R., 
Mr: and. Mrs.” 





‘EB. B. Schickef, Edwat'd Schicker of Lit- 
tle Rock; Mrs, Walter Devanéy "of 


Roanoke, Va., and Mr. and Mrs. Sam: 
Rife of Lake Village. Gy Nae 


we 
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|| OBITUARY 
/ROBERT DEAN PUGH 


_| Johns Hopkins hospital. 


Fort Smith. hae : ; 
Mrs... Robert Dean Pugh. is.at St. 


versity, St. Louis, in. 1923 
a member ‘of ‘the Sigma’ Nu _ fraternity. 
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Death in Baltimore Occurs} 


- Few Days After Birth .. 
of Sone. .?* 


Robert. Dean Pugh; aged. 30, well 
known Portland business man and ‘son 


of J. W. Pugh, Portland merchant and: 
planter, died ‘Tuesday morning at Bal-. |. 


timore, Md., where he was 2 patient at 


ill for ‘several months. eee as 
He ‘is survived by his wife, formerly 


Miss Louise McLeod of Warren; his :| 
‘little “son; Joe; his parents;. Mr. and |. 


Mrs. J..W.: Pugh, and. three sisters, the, 
Misses Martha’. and Nancy Pugh . of. 
Portland and Mrs. James Rutledge of 


Vincent’s infirmary, where on July. 28 
a..son was born to: them, Mrs... Pugh 
was with her husband. in Baltimore 
until about a month ago>: His: mother 
has ‘been at the bedside ’ of her” son 
almost constantly sirice he entered the 
institution, The elder Mr. Pugh left 
for Baltimore Monday nightwhen. ad- 
vised that his-son’s condition had’ taken 
a turn, for the worse. ‘ : 

The father and son weré associated 
in the mercantile firm of J. W. Pugh 
& Co. of Portland... The, younger. man 
was graduated from Washington : Uni- 
“He was a 


Jean A. Leroy, Poor Inventor ‘of 
‘Film Projector, Dies. 


‘Onicago Tribune-Arkans?> oF 
xTaet 


UARY | 


He had: been |’ 








| Young Business Man of. cand 










bel &-Co., in‘ the: oM. 
Reves, and burial: will, be at Bryant. 
Pallbearers will be:,George Maghar, H 
Schalchlin, 'V.' H: Siebert, Clark Young, 
E.’F, ‘Damm and ‘J.’M. McNeill. She 
is .survived’ by six sons: G.. Ly ‘Little 
Rock}).J.:F., -Mabelvale, “A. G.., Scott, 
A. W.;’ Amarillo, ‘Tex:;., E.'J;, Channing, 
Tex.,.and L. M., ‘Wellington, Tex.; two 
sisters,"Mrs,. Carrie Treat-. of! Archer 
City; Tex.,.;and “Mrs, “ Lizzie: Bonham 
‘of , San} “Antonio; | two, brothers. Louis 








Ritz of! Hot Springs 
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LUTHER ‘WALKER. | 
Special to'the Gazette.: f : 
Blytheville” * 


and John Ritz. of : 











Joel Neweame married MARL Kod MAN, 
who was born on ily 11,1951 1n_ El Datado, Arkansas 
the. daug her 0F William MUClue Redanan and 
Louise Wade Rodman. 
Joel ancl Marilyn s Children : Marie Morgan Neweome 
born bet 4,148 
Rebecch DEAN Neweomeé 
horn August 13,1982 
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